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I have just been informed that today is the deadline for conunents. I respectfully request that this submis- ';fRr
sion be accepted for Late Comment..

I feel compelled to comment on the recent proposal to make C-Quam the mandated standard for AM
Stereo transmission. Currently, I'm the Director of the WOR Radio Network, based in New York City.
As a network, we deal primarily with AM radio stalions. In earlier years I was the Program Manager for
one of the world's fust stereo AM stations, XETRA.

My majorconcern deals with the progranuning aspects of this proposal. In the 1990's AM stations arc
gasping for solutions to declining audience shares. Since we live and die, economically, by the n.tings it's
of the utmost imponance that nothing further degrade the quality of the AM signal. In my opinion, the
Motorola C-Quam system materially degrades AM signals in situations where c:o-c:hannel interf~nce
exists. On the AM band, that's virtually everywhere.

I have received AM stations using the Kahn system with virtually no distortion of thes~ imaae u far
as 1,000 miles from the"ir transmitters. The expected fading occwred while the image remained stable.
The impression, to my ears, was that the signals were exhibiting those characteristics expected from that
distance.

I have consistently heard "platfonn motion" on nearby signals using the C-Quarn system. This kind of
dramatic distortion of the image is unacceptable to those of us who program and consult radio stations.

AM Stereo has been with us for decades. Still, a vast majority of stations have refused to make the
investment in it. Even in cases where the audio chain is already steIeo. There is simply too much at risk. I
have consistently recommended to my affiliate stations that they liQI utilize the Motorola C-Quam
system. I would prefer they avoid stereo altogether before risking the audience fatigue that "platfonn
motion" creates.

I sincerely hope the Conunissioners will decide this issue on its technical merits, rather than the political
clout of a huge corporation to whom this is a relatively minor tangent market.

. h
Director, WOR Radio Network
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